
PASSION WEEK OF CHRIST 

Syllabus



SYLLABUS
SCOPE OF THE COURSE
The focus of the course is the final week of the mortal life of Jesus Christ (known, after the KJV translation of παθειν in Ac 1:3, as 
His passion), as recorded in the four Gospels of the New Testament.  In order to trace the events of that week, it is necessary to 
harmonize those Gospel records – that is, to combine the separate accounts into one cohesive and sequential narrative.  Primary 
attention will be given to a careful study of the narrative which emerges when the work of harmonization is carefully done.

PURPOSE
              THE PURPOSE OF THE COURSE IS TO PROVIDE THE STUDENT WITH A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING 
   « of elements of the historical background to that week
   « of the events of the successive days of the week, including important chronological considerations and various issues of   
    proper harmonization 
   « of the various political, historic, cultural and spiritual dynamics which defined that week, and finally
   « of the biblically defined significance of the events of that week

RATIONALE
Word of Life Bible Institute considers Jesus Christ to be the most significant person in human history based on that emphasis within 
the Word of God.  Beyond this, the events of the last week of His life on earth are of particular interest in that this is when He fulfilled 
His redemptive missions and purchased our salvation.  This course examines the details of his final instructions to the disciples, 
rejection, death, burial and resurrection from which the students can make application to their own gratitude for salvation, 
commitment to discipleship and challenge to personal holiness and witness.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
 IN TESTS AND ASSIGNMENTS, THE STUDENTS WILL:    
 « Record completion of Reading Assignments on each of three Assignment Sheets.
 « Consider the passages in relationship to the ongoing narrative of the Passion Week by completing the daily assignment   
    sheets prior to the class.
 « Use the “Harmony” pages to identify which writer covered various events in the life of Christ and be prepared to compare   
    and/or contrast information on Quizzes and Tests.
 « Demonstrate an understanding of the Course Notes, Lecturers and Reading Assignments on tests.
 « Differentiate between various Religious groups mentioned in the Gospels on tests.
 « Identify the order of Passion Week events on tests, evaluating the effect of those events on participants. 
 « Determine and select the best answer among various answers given on each test question.



COURSE GOALS 
 SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES WILL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:  
 « To provide the student with an understanding of the historical, cultural, and chronological background to Jesus` earthly  
    life sufficient to prepare him for a study of the final week of His ministry.
 « To enable the student to distinguish the various emphases and purposes of the Lord’s earthly ministry, and to correctly   
    relate these to the specific periods of that ministry.
 « To provide the student with a basic understanding of and appreciation for the biblical doctrine of Jesus’ real humanity and  
    His real deity.
 « To focus carefully upon the events of the last six months of Jesus’ earthly life, including His journeys to three feasts in 
    Jerusalem, the raising of Lazarus, and the events of the Passion Week itself. The student should be able to explain the   
                 various forces which came together in such a way as to result in the crucifixion of our Lord, and to identify the events of   
    each day of the Passion Week.
 « To challenge the student to apply to his life and ministry the principles of spiritual growth and maturity which arise from a   
    study of the teachings of Jesus Christ and the events of His earthly life.

REQUIRED READING 
Reading for the course will be in the four Gospels. You will be required to read the Gospel accounts of the Passion Week,    
according to a schedule defined for you on the daily assignment sheets. Please report your reading on those sheets; you can simply 
check off each assignment as you complete it.  With regard to the assigned reading:

 « It is important to read the assignments in the order in which they are arranged on the Syllabus.  That arrangement   
    represents a first level effort at harmonizing the four Gospel accounts, an exercise that is at once somewhat difficult and   
    absolutely basic to the effort to reconstruct from those four records a coherent narrative of the life Jesus lived.  
 « You will notice that I have included explanatory and introductory notes to each section of the reading; please take a  
    moment to read and consider those notes in anticipation of your reading of the section to which they pertain.  Again, the 
    effort at harmonizing the accounts is not easy; the notes are intended to help you in that endeavor.   
 « Please know that the assigned reading makes for a rather demanding assignment; it will take some time. But the reading is   
   essential to the study of this most important week in all of history.  Please approach that reading as a stewardship as well as an  
    assignment.  

COURSE PROCEDURES
 « A quiz will be given; the quizzes will be taken from the Gospel reading as well as from the material given in class.
 « A final exam will be given following the course.
 « Three Assignment Sheets are given to ensure that you are prepared for the material which will be taught during the  
   various class days.

GRADING (100 POINTS TOTAL)  
 « Quizzes 2 @15 (30 POINTS)
 « Final Exam  (40 POINTS)
 « Reading Assignment Sheets (Gospels) 3 @ 10 (30 POINTS)



SUGGESTED BOOK LIST:  LIFE OF CHRIST AND RELATED TOPICS

BOOKS WHICH FOCUS UPON A HISTORICAL RECONSTRUCTION OF THE  LIFE OF CHRIST

Days of His Flesh, by David Smith
The best I’ve found. Smith has critical tendencies, but it doesn’t often affect his treatment of the passages. Very well written, good historical 
research, especially good on the trials of Jesus during the Passion Week. 

Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, by Alfred Edersheim 
Certainly a classic. A compendium of information, especially good on the Jewish/rabbinic background to the life of Christ. Edersheim has fallen 
into disuse among scholars today, but he doesn’t deserve such treatment. Very good indexes make it an accessible tool. He’s better with 
background than with handling the significance of the individual events. But very good with the events of the Passion.

The Life of our Lord upon the Earth, by Samuel Andrews
Excellent study, very devotional, well said. I haven’t used Andrews as much as I have others, have always found him to be tremendously helpful.

Life of Christ, by Robert Duncan Culver
Very brief, will disappoint you if you use it as a reference. Not written with any great style.  But Culver does a very helpful job in tracing the 
developing emphases of Jesus’ life. His treatment of the first six months of the last year is very helpful, more so than any other source I’ve found.

Words and Works of Christ, by J. Dwight Pentecost
JDP has taught the course at DTS since two years before baseball was invented, and he’s a legend. (Walks in with English Bible, no notes of any 
sort, sets off!)  This book was much anticipated, but critically reviewed. The big problem: long quotes from other works, one right after another.  (I 
require students to read a section from the book simply because it is an easy way to get familiar with much of the basic literature on the field!) I 
have a more substantive criticism. JDP sees much of the ministry of Christ (especially after the initial unpardonable sin incident) as designed by 
Jesus to surreptitiously introduce His disciples (and thus the modern reader) to the fact that the Gospel will soon go to the Gentiles. You know that 
my dispensationalist bona fides are impeccable, but I think JDP’s dispensational theology is rather getting in the way of his exegesis at that point.  

The Life of Jesus Christ, by James Stalker
Devotional, follows the classic breakdown of chronology and emphasis (which I regard as somewhat flawed). But very readable, some helpful 
insights.  

The Life of Christ, by F. W. Farrar
Farrar was a devotee of liberal ideas (denied eternal punishment, suggested Darwin be buried in Westminster Abbey, etc.), and some of those 
ideas show up in the book. But it is nonetheless a helpful tome. Some good insights into the possible motives behind some of Jesus’ actions.

BOOKS WHICH FOCUS UPON SOME PARTICULAR ASPECT OF THE  LIFE OF CHRIST

Chronological Aspects of the Life of the Lord, by Harold Hoehner
As prosaic as the title indicates, but peerless in its research. You can’t go anywhere without establishing some chronological data, and Hoehner’s 
book is where you ought to start–and probably to finish–in that regard. One caveat: he has the triumphal entry on Monday of the Passion Week (as 
I asked him, “Who ever heard of Palm Monday?”), only because he is off-put by the idea of a silent Wednesday. But you can’t make sense of the 
week without that Wednesday. Besides, he still has a silent Thursday (almost all of it).  Other than that, take everything in this book to the bank.

The Training of the Twelve, by A. B. Bruce
Focuses on Jesus as a Teacher. Very extensive (yea verily, cumbersome) treatment of various incidents, but can be helpful.

The Crises of the Christ, by Arno C. Gabelein
Focuses on 7 specific incidents in Jesus’ life/ministry: birth, baptism, temptation, transfiguration, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension. Typical 
Gabelein. Written in heavy prose, but worth slugging through. The sections can be read individually, which makes it good for research.

A Harmony of the Gospels, by Robert L. Thomas and Stanley N. Gundry
A very good harmony, well annotated. Greatest problem: holds to AD 30 crucifixion. The essays at the end of the volume are very helpful. I prefer 
the way A. T. Robertson harmonizes the final year.



BOOKS THAT ARE HELPFUL, BUT DEAL WITH CHRISTOLOGY RATHER THAN LIFE OF CHRIST

The Presence and the Power, by Gerald F. Hawthorne
Subtitle: “The Significance of the Holy Spirit in the life and ministry of Jesus.” I found this book very helpful, especially with reference to the issue 
of the genuine humanity of Jesus. Hawthorne (Wheaton prof) finds the Holy Spirit in a couple of passages where I would take the reference to be 
to Jesus’ inner spirit (lower case), but even if you take these away his case is very strong. One of the most overlooked truths of the NT: Jesus’ 
dependence on the Holy Spirit. The issue most at stake - once that relationship is acknowledged and appreciated, the narrative of Jesus’ life/
ministry will take upon itself a new dynamic.

He Walked Among Us, by Josh McDowell and Bill Wilson 
Subtitle: “Evidence for the Historical Jesus.”  Helpful in most of its parts.  Written as an apologetic, and in response to the Quest movement. But 
much of the historical background is helpful. A couple of weak points, so be careful.

The Word Became Flesh: A Contemporary Incarnational Christology. by Millard J. Erickson
Well arranged; quite exhaustive; more helpful in some spots than others; tends toward a philosophical (rather than exegetical) frame of reference.  
Challenges divine impassibility (appropriately, in my mind).  Chapter (21) on the logic of the incarnation is helpful. More helpful as a catalog of 
legitimate questions and problems than as a sourcebook of dependable answers to those problems.
Jesus, Human and Divine, by H. D. McDonald

Helpful on some of the finer points of the biblical doctrine of the person of Jesus. Suggests sources for further reading on each sub-point.  


